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Information for Parents About the 
STAAR Test

• All public-school students in Texas, grades 3–12, take STAAR tests.
Who?

• STAAR is the state’s testing program and is based on state curriculum standards in core subjects including reading, writing, mathematics, 
science, and social studies.

What?

• Grades 3–8 STAAR tests are given in the spring. End-of-course assessments (EOC) are given throughout the year. The number of tests your 
child takes each year will depend on what grade he or she is in. 

• Most students will have two to four testing days during the school year.

When?

• STAAR tests are given to students at their own school, in regular classrooms that have been set up to make it easy to focus on the test. If 
students have certain special needs and require special accommodations, they may be tested in a different area of the school.

Where?

• STAAR tests are designed to measure what students are learning in each grade and whether or not they are ready for the next grade. 

• The goal is to ensure that all students receive what they need to be academically successful. 

• Meeting these individual student needs depends greatly on schools, parents, and community members working together.

Why?

• STAAR tests for grades 3–8 and EOC assessments are offered in both online and paper formats.
How?



When will 
my child 
test this 
year? 

Spring 2022 
STAAR Testing 
Schedule 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2021-2022-testing%20calendar-updated.pdf


STAAR REDESIGN



What do I 
need to 
know about 
the state 
assessment 
redesign? 

The redesign includes several components:

Transitioning to online assessments which allows students to receive 
accommodations like those they get in the classroom and provides faster test 
results to support accelerated learning.

Adding new non-multiple-choice questions that give students more ways to show 
their understanding and better reflect questions teachers ask in class.

Eliminating standalone writing assessments for grades 4 and 7 beginning with the 
2021–2022 school year, and in 2022–2023 adding writing to reading language arts 
(RLA) assessments for grades 3–8 to better support the interconnected way these 
subjects are taught.

Incorporating more cross-curricular passages into RLA assessments so test 
questions reference topics that students have learned about in other classes.

In addition, HB 3906 also explores the possibility of a longer-term STAAR redesign 
that replaces the existing one-time end of year STAAR with assessments 
administered throughout the course of the year. For more information, please see 
the Through-year Assessment Pilot section under House Bill 3906.



What do I need to 
know about on-line 
testing? 

TEA Practice Test Site

https://login1.cambiumtds.com/student/V18/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?c=Texas_PT


STAAR 
Accommodations 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/combined-accommodation-policy-docs.pdf


HOUSE BILL (HB) 3261



House Bill (HB) 3261, enacted by the 
87th Texas Legislature in 2021

Requires state assessments to be administered online by the 2022–2023 
school year. 

Online administration allows students to receive accommodations like 
those they get in the classroom, provides faster test results, improves test 
operations, and allows new non-multiple-choice questions. 

This transition will require nearly all students to be assessed online, with 
the exceptions of students taking the STAAR Alternate 2 assessment and 
students who require accommodations that cannot be provided online.



New Item Types

• House Bill 3906 established a “multiple choice cap,” meaning that no more 
than 75% of points on a STAAR test can be based on multiple choice 
questions. 

• New non-multiple-choice question types are being designed with Texas 
educators to give students more ways to show their understanding and 
better reflect questions teachers ask in class. 

• These new question types will be implemented beginning in spring 2023.

• A set of detailed resources about new non-multiple-choice questions, 
including examples, will be available in early 2022. 

• Full practice tests that reflect the redesigned STAAR will be available in Fall 
2022.



Reading Language Arts Redesign

The reading language arts (RLA) redesign includes both the 
implementation of the revised English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS and the elimination of the stand-alone grades 4 and 7 
writing STAAR assessments. 

Beginning with the 2022–2023 school year, RLA assessments will assess 
both reading and writing (grades 3–8 English, grades 3–5 Spanish, and 
English I and II End-of-Course) and will include new question types and 
an extended constructed response, or essay, at every grade level.



Reading 
Language Arts 
Redesign

As a transition, a one-
year modification to 

the STAAR RLA 
assessments 

administered in April 
through December 

2022 will be 
implemented.

Grades 3–8 English 
and grades 3–5 

Spanish tests will 
include items that 

only assess the 2017 
reading standards. 

Multiple-choice 
revising and editing 
items will be field 
tested but will not 

count towards a 
student’s score.

English I and English 
II will include items 
that assess the 2017 
standards for reading 

and writing. 

The December 2021 
STAAR EOC tests for 
English I and II will 

continue to assess the 
standards.



TEA STAAR Redesign

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/assessment-initiatives/hb-3906/staar-redesign


STAAR ALTERNATE 2
State of Texas 
Assessments of 
Academic Readiness 2 

Summative Academic 
Tests for Students with 

Significant Cognitive 
Disabilities



Who? Students who have been 
determined to have a 

significant cognitive disability 
and meet the state's 

participation requirements 
for STAAR Alternate 2. 

Texas has adopted a 
definition of significant 

cognitive disability that can 
be found here.

https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/STAAR_Alternate


What? • TEA has developed the STAAR Alternate 2 
assessment to meet the federal 
requirements mandated under the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) and Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA), a federal education 
law previously known as No Child Left 
Behind.



When?

March 28-
April 29 

STAAR Alternate 2 tests are given in the 
spring. The number of tests your child takes 
each year depends on what grade he or she 
is in for grades 3-8 or the end-of-course 
(EOC) if the student is enrolled in high school. 

The STAAR Alternate 2 assessment is 
administered during a five-week period and 
may include breaks as needed depending on 
the individual student.



Where?

STAAR Alternate 2 tests are given to 
students at their own school or an 
alternate site in special 
circumstances. 

The testing environment is adjusted 
to avoid distractions and arranged in 
in ways that ensure each student's 
individual accommodations are 
available.



Why? 

STAAR Alternate 2 tests are designed to measure 
student learning according to academic 
curriculum and to inform the educational 
program for each individual student. 

The goal is to ensure that all students get what 
they need to be academically successful. 

Meeting these individual student needs depends 
greatly on schools, parents, and community 
members working together.



What are the 
required 
STAAR 
Alternate 2 
tests for my 
child? 

• Required STAAR Alternate 2 tests vary 
by grade level as follows:

• mathematics and reading — Grades 3-8

• science — Grades 5 and 8

• social studies — Grade 8

• STAAR end-of-course assessments (required 
for high school graduation) include Algebra I, 
Biology, English I, English II, and U.S. history.



What does a 
test look like? 

• TEA releases two types of test questions 
for the STAAR Alternate 2 program—
sample questions and test forms. 

• Sample test questions are small subsets 
of test questions released from the STAAR 
Alternate 2 test banks. 

• These test questions may have been 
previously administered. 

• A test form is a set of released test 
questions previously administered 
together to Texas students which reflects 
the STAAR Alternate 2 test blueprints. 

• Full test forms that were previously tested 
can be found at STAAR Alternate 
2 Released Test Questions page.

https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/STAAR_Alternate/STAAR_Alternate_2_Released_Tests


How long does it 
take? 

• Each student is allotted the amount of 
time specified in their specific 
accommodations set by their ARD 
committee. 

• The STAAR Alternate 2 assessment is 
administered during a five-week 
window. 

• Pacing and student breaks are 
determined by the test administrator 
according to each student's need. 

• For more information specific to your 
child, contact your local campus ARD 
coordinator.



What 
accommodations 
are available for 
students taking 
STAAR Alternate 2? 

For students with special needs, the 
admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) 
committee makes the decision for each 
student based on the disability. 

The STAAR Alternate 2 has its own set 
of Allowable Accommodations

All STAAR Alternate 2 assessments are 
provided in paper form.

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2017_STAARAlt2_OnlineResource.pdf


What 
supports 
are 
available 
for English 
Learners?

Language Proficiency Assessment Committees 
(LPACs) in conjunction with ARD committees 
decide what kinds of accommodations make 
sense for English learners (ELs). 

For students who are eligible for STAAR Alternate 
2 and routinely receive their instruction in 
Spanish (grades 3-5), only the presentation 
instructions may be translated into Spanish.

STAAR Alternate 2 is only provided in English.



Can my child be 
assessed with 
STAAR Alternate 2 
and still receive a 
diploma through 
the Foundations 
High School 
Program?

• Any student, including 
those who are assessed 
with STAAR Alternate 2 may 
graduate and be awarded a 
general high school 
diploma under the 
Foundations High School 
Program by meeting the 
state required course 
credits.



Who do I 
contact if I 
still have 
questions 
about the 
test? 

• For assistance with or 
questions about any 
assessment program, please 
contact the Student 
Assessment Division of the 
Texas Education Agency using 
the Student Assessment Help 
Desk or by calling (512) 463-
9536.

https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment


How Can I Help 
My Child Prepare 

for the Test? 



Parents Can 
Help To 
Prepare 
Students for 
the STAAR 
Alternate 2 
Window By:

Reviewing expectations prior to schedule changes. A simple social story is an 
easy way to review expectations prior to the testing window.

Use simple relaxation strategies to help reduce anxiety prior to the change in 
routine such as using stress balls, fidgets, or a favorite transition item.

Show students video modeling to review expected behavior prior to a change 
in daily schedule.

Praise and reinforce student effort. Encourage students to “do their best” 
every day.

Model positive words and actions towards the assessment. Explain it is just 
one way the teacher can find out what your student knows to better help with 
learning.

Inform the teacher of recent behavioral or physical changes that would help 
the teacher choose the best days for testing.



Home to School 
Connection

The home to school connection is critical to 
achieve student success. Frequent two-way 
communication is necessary to offer feedback, 
share strategies that are working, determine if 
student support is sufficient or determine 
whether additional supports are needed.









Dr. Analia Jansen

Director of Special 
Education

Email: 
ajanse@sisd.net

Phone: 915-937-4304

Melissa Olivarez

Assistant Director of 
Special Education

Email: 
moliva03@sisd.net

Phone: 915-937-1862

Jorge Saenz
Assistant Director of Special 
Education
Email: jsaenz12@sisd.net
Phone: 915-937-1857

Let us know 
how we can 
support you.
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